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THE WINDY CITY SPEAKS THROUGH LINGUISTIC LANDSCAPES: AN ANALYSIS 
OF FOUR CHICAGO NEIGHBORHOODS 
 
Katherine Stewart 
Department of Linguistics, Northeastern Illinois University, Chicago, IL 60625 
	
As a global city with multilingual roots, Chicago is home to a diverse population with varied 
language backgrounds.  The linguistic repertoires of past and current inhabitants within the city 
can be examined through an analysis of the linguistic landscape. The linguistic landscape 
includes official, commercial and community signs, all of which provide insight into linguistic 
power dynamics, cultural identity, and cross-cultural connections. This article explores the 
interaction of English and languages other than English on signs within four neighborhoods in 
Chicago.  Photographs were taken along major streets within each neighborhood between 
October 2020-February 2021.  The coexistence of multiple languages on the signs indexes 
cultural identity, sociocultural dynamics, and reflects a shared history within the community.  
The findings indicate that there is a strong presence of languages other than English within 
Chicago and an inclination to preserve the linguistic history of the neighborhoods.   
 
